
Question of the Month

McKenzie:  Yes, because if you are friends with people who share your faith, your faith 
experiences will be a lot more enjoyable.
Ben:  Yes, because they could be bad kids and dishonor and disrespect the Lord and Jesus.
Carter:  Yes, it does matter.  It matters because they could do the opposite thing of what 
the Catholic Faith supports.
Colter:  I think it doesn't.  This is because you can turn someone who doesn't believe in 
God to be a follower of God.
McKenna:  Yes, because some people try to force other opinions on you.  You can be 
friends with others of different religions, just not when they force those on you.
Scripture says:  The righteous choose their friends carefully, but the way of the wicked 
leads them astray." —Proverbs 12:26.

Only a small number of Catholics, approximately 30 percent, fully 
believe in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist!
Father Matthew Spencer, OSJ gives us - A Simple Way to Increase Belief in the 

Real Presence:  REVERANCE

How Can We Show Reverence?

Jerry Nichols:  PRAY! (a lot!)
Diane Gustafson:  Bow reverently before receiving the Eucharist.
Brenda Jarmin:  Double genuflect when the Blessed Sacrament is 
exposed during Adoration.
Barb Meiers:  Always make the Sign of the Cross after receiving Holy 
Communion.
Sondra Will:  Having an attitude of meeting our King and Savior.

Continued inside

Question for Father Jason:  How do you try to show reverence at Mass?
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1.  Fact:  A  -God wants all of his children to become saints.  Stay close to Our Lady and 
receive Holy Communion as often as you can.  Pray every day.
2.  Fiction:  S  -Saints are better than super heroes. Why? For one thing, saints are real. If 
you called on Spider Man for  help right now, what would happen? Nothing!  But if you 
prayed to your favorite saint for help with your school work, he or she really would help you.
3.  Fact:  S  -Saints trust that everything that happens to them comes from the loving hands 
of God, saints accept both joys and trials without complaining.  So, yes they are cheerful!
4.  Fiction:  U  -St. Peter, our first Pope made a lot of mistakes.
5.  Fact:  M  -All saints went to Holy Mass as often as they could. If Mass sometimes seems 
long and boring, ask Our Lord to give you the eyes and ears of faith every time you go to 
Mass. Then you will see how every Mass is beautiful and amazing.
6.  Fiction:  P  -Sometimes we just don’t feel like praying. Even saints felt that way at times. 
They kept on listening and talking to God, anyway.
7.  Fact:  T  -Apostolic means that Saints loved to share the good news about God’s love and 
mercy. They didn't keep it to themselves.  You can be apostolic, too, by praying for the  
conversion of sinners, by your own good example, and by teaching your siblings and friends 
about Jesus.
8.  Fact:  I  -Catholics say this prayer to find something lost: “St. Anthony, please look 
around; something is lost and must be found.”
9. Fact:  O  -St. Blaise miraculously cured a young boy who was choking on a fish bone.
10.  Fact:  N  -The lion became St. Jerome's pet!

Q;  What is the Holy Day of obligation  in the month of August? 
A:  The Assumption ( except 2022)
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Even though I'm the priest, I still get distracted at Mass. 
Sometimes, things happening in the congregation grab 
my attention or unrelated thoughts pop into my mind. 
When I catch this happening, I try to refocus my 
attention immediately upon the words I am saying, 
especially during the Eucharistic Prayer, at the altar. I 
say those words every single day (except on Good 
Friday each year), and every time you come to Mass you hear them as well. If 
this starts to get boring, do as I try to do. Pay attention to each word and what 
it means. This makes my celebration of Mass much more reverent and 
interesting. Listening to those words carefully reminds me of what I am doing 
at Mass, and what God is doing. The prayers are very, very good. God 
certainly deserves my attention, so I try to offer it!



College Interview with Carlos Gomez
1.  Why did you choose to attend the University of Mary?
College was something I was not planning on going into after 
high school. My original plan was to continue my IT job and 
get certifications/experience along the way. However, I was 
coming back into my Catholic faith and heard of a Prayer Day 
event at the University of Mary during that time. Attending the 
event led to many fruitful experiences, from the Mass, the 
Keynote talk, and the fact that I sat next to the Dean of the 
Business School. These events ultimately led me to apply the following day to 
attend the upcoming fall semester. 

2.  What is your favorite thing about this college?  Least favorite?
My favorite thing about being on campus would be the vibrant faith community. 
With several chapels on campus, three on-campus priests, religious sisters, and 
many college students continually growing in their faith.

3.  What are you studying at the University of Mary?
Currently, I am dual majoring in Computer Information Systems and Information 
Technology Management and minoring in Business Administration. 

4.  Any advice for incoming freshman?
Don’t be afraid to attend events and speak with fellow students and faculty. 

5.  How does your choice of attending a Catholic college help you on your faith 
journey?
It has helped tremendously, with daily Mass offered at various times, chapels, a 
vibrant faith community, and countless events and faith groups to help learn and 
understand all areas of the faith. 

6.  Do you experience any difficulties being about 5 miles from the city of 
Bismarck?
Not at all; it’s an easy drive with little to no traffic. I commute almost daily into the 
city of Bismarck for my internship at the State Capitol, which usually averages an 
eight-minute drive. 

7.  Some have suggested or encouraged you to consider becoming a priest.  
How do you feel about that?
Grateful, humbled, and honored are the words I’d use when encouraged or 
suggested to become a priest. I am part of St. Joseph’s Hall, where fellow college 
students discern their vocation in brotherhood and fraternity. This has been 
instrumental in helping me discern my vocation.

Q.  What time of day was Adam created?  
A.  A little before Eve!

Determine whether each statement is fact or fiction.  To reveal the solutions to the 
bonus question at the bottom, write the letters indicated by your responses in the 
corresponding numbered blanks.  Answers are on the back of this Newsletter.

1. God wants you to be a saint.   FACT: A FICTION: S
2.  Saints are super heros   FACT: M FICTION: S
3.  Saints are cheerful.    FACT: S FICTION: O
4.  Saints were always perfect people.  FACT: A FICTION: U
5.  Saints  are devoted to the Eucharist.  FACT: M FICTION: N
6.  Saints pray only when they feel like it. FACT: A FICTION: P
7.  Saints are apostolic.    FACT: T FICTION: G
8.  St. Anthony is the patron saint for lost items. FACT:  I FICTION: A
9.  Catholics get their throats blessed every  
year on the Feast of St. Blaise (Feb 2nd). FACT: O FICTION: N 
10.  St. Jerome removed a thorn from a   FACT: N FICTION: T 
lion's paw.

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___
 1      2     3      4     5      6     7      8     9    10

What is the Holy Day of Obligation  in the month of August?

How to Show Reverence   Continued...

Betty Leith:  Sincerely genuflect towards the tabernacle. Really focus our attention, 
our thoughts, and our actions towards Jesus' presence in our Church.
Anonymous  Dress for Mass as if a King has invited you to a wedding
feast!  Jesus actually has invited us to the banquet!  
Elonda Davidson:  When I was very young, I was taught two things that I still do 
today.  When the priest elevates the host and says, "This is My Body", bow and 
silently pray, "My Lord and My God."  When the priest elevates the chalice, bow 
and silently pray, "My Jesus Mercy."  It's a way to express our own belief that Jesus 
is truly present. 
Anonymous  We’ve got to do it together!  When people see you being reverent 
before Jesus, they’re going to realize there’s something much more than a symbol 
here.  They will want to be more reverent too.


